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THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIʻI 
2465 Campus Road, Campus Center Room 211A 

Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96822 

General Senate Meeting #22 of the 106th Senate 
Thursday, February 28, 2019 

OPENING 

Call to Order 
President Dela Cruz called the meeting to order at 6:07 PM in CC 310. 

Roll Call 
Present: President Dela Cruz, Vice President Simeona, 

Secretary Sakamoto, Senators-at-Large Chun, Li, 
Negrillo, Senators Abara, Balico, Gapet, Johnson, 
Oshiro, Rafid, Ross, Salameh, Urasaki, Yim [17] 

Excused Absent: Senator-at-Large Kim, Senators Juliano, 
Transfiguracion, Vargas [4] 

Unexcused Absent: [0] 

Excused Late: Treasurer Honda, Senators Dahmen, Su [3] 

Unexcused Late:  Senators Aspacio, Yoshida [2] 

Excused Early Departure:  [0] 

Unexcused Early Departure: [0] 

On Leave: [0] 

Advisors: Advisor Manini [1] 

Guests: [0] 

Reading and Approval of Minutes 
1. General Senate Meeting Minutes #20, 106th Senate - February 14, 2019

VP Simeona Move to accept the reading and approval of minutes for GSMM #20. 
Senator Oshiro Second. 
VP Simeona Move to correct all grammatical, typographical, formatting and Hawaiian diacritical mark 

errors.  
Senator Oshiro Second.  

Motion carries.  
Secretary Sakamoto Move to include the questions and answers under Official Correspondence with UH 

Athletics and SAL Li’s comments about the ugly mugs under Open Forum. 
Senator Rafid Second. 

Motion carries. 

Motion carries. 

Official Correspondence 
1. OER Technologist, Billy Meinke
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President Dela Cruz Today we have a guest with us. We have Billy Meinke. He is our OER technologist and 
is in charge of OERs on our campus. 

Billy Meinke Aloha everybody! I’m Billy Meinke. I’m the OER technologist. I work for the UH 
Manoa Outreach College in Bilger Hall. This is the third time I’m presenting to the 
Senate. I want to talk today about OER textbooks. Question for you: does the cost of 
textbooks affect you? Tough question: have you ever skipped buying a book for a course? 
Truth is, you’re not alone. This is a national problem. In the US, we’re very focused on 
the textbook as a transactional unit of content. A couple of years ago, they did a poll in 
Florida of 22,000 students. They found that the high cost of textbooks and instructional 
materials are forcing students to make decisions that compromise their academic success. 
Students make decisions that are not good for their academic career because of the costs 
of textbooks and that is the focus of my work. In that same survey, two-thirds of students 
forewent buying the book even though they knew their grade will suffer from that 
decision. One-half of students avoided registering and took fewer classes because of the 
high costs of textbooks. Two years ago in February 2017, I worked with Hamilton 
Library to put out a survey. 450 students replied. The results were pretty much in line 
with what the Florida survey said. Four out of five of you said you skipped out on buying 
a book. Two-thirds of you said you did even though you knew you would be getting a 
worse grade in the course. One out of five said you paid over $400.00 a semester just on 
books and materials. That’s unacceptable from my point of view. We’re trying to figure 
out ways to go forward. I’m your advocate. We have folks all throughout the UH system 
working on this. We have advocates everywhere to help this problem go away. I won’t 
give you the actual figures, but we’re talking about millions of dollars each year that 
students spend on textbooks. It goes straight to the publishers. There are far fewer 
physical books in the bookstore. It’s because they are shifting to a model where they 
aren’t giving a print book. You’re paying for a rental, which is sixteen weeks of access to 
the book. After sixteen weeks, you get nothing. If you do buy the book, you get a version 
that is going to be out of date. The typical production cycle for a new version of a 
textbook is three years. After that point, the book is basically worthless. Did you know 
that you’re in a captive market? There are three different entities. The publisher makes 
the book. They convince the professor to choose that book for the course. The professor 
tells you to buy that book and the money goes to the publisher. You have zero choice. 
You are a captive entity. On top of that, there are only five major publishers who control 
the market. It’s a situation that doesn’t work for you, it’s working against you. This is 
holding you back. Beyond that, a lot of students pay for their books using financial aid. If 
you think about it, it’s not the price of the book you’re paying for. When you finance it, 
it’s accumulating interest. Beyond the cost, it’s a social justice issue because the high 
costs of textbooks works against students who are already barely making ends meet. It is 
a solvable problem. I work in digital publishing. We have a publishing platform here at 
UH that any professor can use if they decide to. The bottom line is is that the only way an 
OER can come in and replace a high cost textbook is if the professor is the one that 
decides to do it. It is not the department. We got straight to the learning and what will 
help you be successful. What is OER? OER are not just free of cost, but they actually 
have a copyright license so that you can keep it, share it with your friends, and make 
copies of it. Professors can even adapt it and change it. You never have to give it back. 
OER are just like any other book. You can get print copies. It’s free and you can go down 
and make copies and not have to worry about it. What I need you to do is ask your 
professors in your courses if they’ve heard of OERs. Just start the conversation. I want 
you to talk about how the cost of textbooks affect you and your peers and your success. 
Here at Manoa we’re offering grants to faculty. We’re offering $5,000.00 to use OER.  

Treasurer Honda How many professors participate in that program? 
Billy Meinke This is the third year we’re doing it. We have just under twenty professors who have 

decided to take up the $5,000.00.  
Senator Salameh Does the OER program here on campus have any connection with IDAP? 
Billy Meinke We do not have a partnership or affiliation.  
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President Dela Cruz I believe the UH Manoa Bookstore is in connection with IDAP.  
Senator Oshiro What entity is funding the OER grant program? 
Billy Meinke The Outreach College. Recently, President Lassner directed some funding to OER at the 

system level.  
Senator Rafid Everyone knows textbooks are expensive. The problem has been brought up enough. I 

think it’s up to the administration and the people in charge to decide whether or not they 
want to solve it or how fast they want to solve it. 

Billy Meinke It’s definitely a cultural issue. It’s really up to the professors and we have to motivate 
them.  

Treasurer Honda Some student governments have taken it upon themselves to do an incentive program for 
professors. What do you think we should do as a student government? Do you think we 
should do a similar program? 

Billy Meinke If there are funds you folks are able to direct towards that, you could probably do that. 
You could also work with us to decide which courses we should be focusing on.  

Testimony 

REPORTS 
Executive 
President 

a. Room Reservations
President Dela Cruz Whenever you reserve a room for an event or meeting, please make sure you’re leaving 

the room the way it is. I’ve been told that there has been some issues. I don’t know who, 
but there have been complaints that rooms have been left messy and weren’t left the way 
it was set up. If you receive a room, but realize you don’t need it, you have to cancel it. I 
don’t want to hear anything else that’s negative about ASUH. 

b. ASUH Office Key for Chairpersons
President Dela Cruz I wanted to remind our Chairpersons that if you ever need to do committee work, a 

Chairperson can sign out a office key to use. If you need to have a meeting after hours or 
prepare things for ASUH, just talk to office staff or Healani. There’s a clipboard and you 
can sign out the key. You have to sign paperwork. You can sign it out for however long 
you need to. If you do sign out the key and other committees need it to work on things, 
make sure you’re in communication with one another.  

c. ASUH Legislation Mondays (Senator Work Sessions) 4:30 - 8 PM
President Dela Cruz I just wanted to remind you folks about our work days on Mondays from 4:30 to 8:00. If 

no one mentions that they’re going to come, I won’t stay. If you are coming, let me know 
so I can make sure to stay until 8:00 PM. 

d. Reminders
i. E-Announcements

President Dela Cruz If you ever need anything to get sent out, just send it to me and I can get that out 
whenever you want it to.  

ii. Agenda Reminders - Fridays and Mondays (Final Docs)
iii. Next Executive Committee Meeting: Thursday, March 7, CC310

President Dela Cruz Our next Executive Meeting is next Thursday, March 7th. 

President Dela Cruz We might need a Special General next week because the General Election schedule is 
kind of off. I think we would have to approve the candidate list and floor nominations 
next week at a Special General. Does anyone have any conflicts with that? I want to be 
sure that we’re going to meet quorum.  

SAL Negrillo Thank you guys. We do have to do it. This is due to the fact that Spring Break is a week 
earlier than when it usually is. It really threw things off.  

President Dela Cruz Please put that in your calendars - next week after the Exec meeting at 7:00 PM. 
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Vice President 
a. Senate Leadership Development

VP Simeona As I said in a previous meeting, one-on-ones will resume next week. Chairs, make sure 
you meet with me. I have yet to meet with you guys for the month of February. Also, for 
Chairs, please reserve two slots instead of one. Please utilize the calendar. SAL Negrillo, 
can you post the Elections calendar on the Google Calendar? The retreat is going to be on 
March 16th, which is a Saturday. There’s going to be an evite that will go out. It’s going 
to be an all day thing.  

Advisor Manini Please be sure to do an accurate RSVP. Please only say you’re coming if you can really 
come. Retreats usually have some type of cost to them so we want to be sure not to 
expend funds we don’t have to expend. 

President Dela Cruz If you do say you’re coming, please commit to that.  
SAL Li I think we should have this retreat, but I think it’s harder to commit when we don’t know 

what it is.  

Treasurer 
a. Rate Sheets due 11:59 PM 2/28/2019

Treasurer Honda Because February is short, the rate sheets are due tonight. Make sure you do it by 11:59 
PM tonight.  

Secretary  
Secretary Sakamoto No report. 

Administrative 
a. Advisor

Advisor Manini No report. 

b. Operations Manager

Judicial Branch 
a. Student Court

Standing Committees 
Campus Life 
Chairperson Chun Yesterday we had our food pantry tabling. We had a good turnout. There were forty 

students who participated. We collected three boxes of canned goods, non-perishable 
goods, toiletries, and feminine products. Hopefully we have more of a turnout next 
month. Our next meeting is Tuesday, March 5th at 4:30 in the ASUH Office. We’ll be 
planning for Sinclair Study Nights and the next food pantry tabling.  

Senator Oshiro We found when we asked people how they found out about the tabling, they said they 
read about it in the email. E-announcements are important.  

Chairperson Chun E-announcements and the Manoa Calendar are really important. Students actually look at
it.

Elections  
Chairperson Negrillo We just got our Special Election results in. We’re going to have new Senators at our 

Special General or the next General. I hope you all are going to be running in the 
upcoming General Election. Please help advertise by using the graphics. If you have the 
time and opportunity, ask your professors if you could speak in front of your classes and 
advertise. It’s really good exposure. We have a talk story session with the President and 
Vice President on March 4th at 6:00 PM in the ASUH Office and there’s another talk 
story session on the 6th in CC310 at 5:00 PM. You all are invited to attend those.  

a. Ratification of ASUH Spring 2019 Special Election Results
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Chairperson Negrillo Move to ratify the results of the Spring 2019 Special Election. 
VP Simeona Second. 

Motion carries. 

External Affairs 
Chairperson Urasaki Some of the committee members met yesterday to get back on track. We’re going to try 

and refocus our efforts. We want to hold a workshop about legislative testimony so 
students can learn about how to submit testimony. We need to look for more ways to give 
out the promotional items. At this point in the semester, planning and executing an 
AS(You)H Week would be hard, so we have to look for more ways to give out promo 
items. We’re going to be working on getting some input for the new website changes that 
are coming up. I’m reaching out to our Legislative Fellow so she can help guide the 
External Affairs Committee. I am looking for a Vice Chair. If anybody wants to step up, 
please talk to myself or President Dela Cruz. 

Finance 
Chairperson Li The RIO interviews are taking place. We finished the first rounds, which was this past 

weekend. We’re going to have one more session, which will be tomorrow, March 1st 
from 3:00 to 7:00 PM in CC308. Please join us. It’s a great opportunity to meet with the 
various RIOs on campus. We want to be sure we show our faces to these different groups 
on campus and let them know that we’re here for them. We need more Senators there. 
There were times that it was just me, which I’m not comfortable with. I don’t want to be 
the only one making these decisions. Thank you to all those who did come this past 
weekend. 

Internal Affairs 
Chairperson Rafid We had a meeting today and we discussed a potential rule revision that relates to the 

motion we make to correct grammatical, typographical, formatting, and Hawaiian 
diacritical mark errors. We’re hoping to make that a rule so that if we forget to make that 
motion, the Secretary or whoever is taking minutes will know to make that revision. 
We’re trying to hire a new University Librarian. For that process there is a committee. If 
you are interested, let me know. 

President Dela Cruz We need to send them three names and they’ll pick one person. If you are interested and 
let Chair Rafid know, you also have to send in your resume or CV.  

Investments and Long Range Planning 
President Dela Cruz We have a meeting on Monday at 3:30. Bring your laptops because we’ll be working on 

stuff. 

Student Affairs 
VC Salameh No report. 

Undergraduate Academic Affairs 
VC Su Chair Juliano met with Dr. Ideta to meet with the Academic Grievance Committee. 

We’re trying to create a workshop to get students informed and have it included in the 
syllabus. There’s a committee workday coming up. We’ll be going over the applications. 
We want to send everything to the faculty reviewers by March 4th. Senator Rafid will be 
contacting OJA about a potential workshop. This is something that we’ve caught. We’ve 
had international students want to apply for scholarships. We’re inclined to let them 
apply. We were thinking we could direct them to the unique situation category. We’re 
trying to figure out what to do about that. I typed up something to help applicants go 
through the process. We sent that to the ASUH staff to put on the website. 

Advisor Manini First, if you’re talking about international students, we have to be careful with how we 
word things. With international students, it’s my understanding that in order to get a Visa, 
they have to show that they have enough money to come and stay in the country. To say 
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that they have needs, it might hurt them in other ways. If we want to open up an 
opportunity for them, we have to be really careful that we’re not hurting them. There also 
has to be verbiage in the application that says they might not get the full amount because 
of taxes. We’re going to have disclaimer language in the application packet. Another 
thing is that I got an inquiry from the Chairperson about a student not being able to 
submit their transcripts because of a financial hold so they can’t apply. It’s really 
unfortunate, but once you put out criteria and because of the audit, if you deter from 
anything you set, we’re going to get hit. You need to put language that the committee can 
make exceptions with a two-thirds vote or whatever it may be.  

Other Committees 
Hawaiian Cultural Affairs Committee 
VP Simeona No report.  

SPECIAL ORDERS 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND GENERAL ORDERS 
A. 2018-2019 ASUH Audit Update

1. Information Request List and Fulfillment
President Dela Cruz I did make some comments regarding missing items. We did find some stuff. If particular 

individuals could help me find the other missing items, that’d be great. 

2. Draft Audit Report on ASUH
President Dela Cruz We did get a draft audit report from the auditors about their findings. I emailed you all 

the draft report and an explanation of what our next steps will be. Let me know if this is 
something you agree with or disagree with and if you have questions or comments. It’s 
important we discuss this with our auditors before it gets finalized. They asked for 
comments and suggestions by tomorrow, but I asked for an extension. Once I get a final 
deadline, I’ll let you all know.  

NEW BUSINESS 
A. Senate Revision 05-19: Relating to the Responsibilities of the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson

VP Simeona Move to accept SCR 35-19. 
Senator Rafid Second. 

Motion carries. 

Senator Rafid Move to accept Senate Revision 05-19. 
VP Simeona Second. 
SAL Negrillo This is supposed to make it so that the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson have to work 

cooperatively with each other so both of them can receive their Award for Service. Also, 
if one of them doesn’t get their work done, they both don’t get their Award for Service. 
In the SCR, we said this revision would not be made until a second rule is revised that 
states the duties of the Secretary and the Treasurer.  

Advisor Manini Once you folks vote on it, the revision is put into place. If you wanted to, you could table 
this instead.  

SAL Negrillo Move to refer this back to the Internal Affairs Committee. 
Senator Oshiro Second.  

Motion carries.  

B. Senate Revision 06-19: Redefining the
Senator Rafid Move to accept SCR 36-19. 
VP Simeona Second. 

Motion carries. 

Senator Rafid Move to accept Senate Revision 06-19. 
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Senator Balico Second. 
SAL Negrillo We haven’t seen an Award for Service in awhile. This isn’t the fault of anyone. This is to 

clarify that office staff’s job is just to start the process and it is not their fault that we 
haven’t been getting them. This is to ensure that they are meeting their own deadlines, 
but aren’t penalized if it isn’t getting to us on time.  

VP Simeona Going back to the SCR, I know there was one “naye,” what was the counterargument for 
this revision? 

Senator Rafid It just wasn’t clear to me.  
SAL Li This rule revision would extend the time office staff has to produce the summary sheet to 

the 15th. It eliminates the statement, “en route in Kuali Financial Systems.” Why is that? 
SAL Negrillo We still use that system, but we took that out to make it more generalized just in case we 

don’t use this system. It was extended to the 15th by request of Advisor Sonoda-Pale.  
SAL Li It’s been six months since we’ve last received an Award for Service. How exactly is this 

going to expedite the process? 
SAL Negrillo None of this was meant to expedite the process. When we do the audits, office staff gets 

penalized when they can’t produce the necessary documentation. This is a way to cover 
ourselves. This was brought to me by Advisor Sonoda-Pale.  

Treasurer Honda In terms of this whole process, we need to make sure we’re all clear on what your duties 
are because that very much affects this. We need to be really sure about that. There’s a lot 
of confusion.  

Advisor Manini The rules weren’t revised properly in the Summer to remove the responsibility from the 
Chair. When you have that in two places and only one place changed, it did not take 
away the Chair’s responsibility. There is some contradiction in the rule. When you have 
something like this, the toughest standard needs to be held. We should have never 
stopped holding the Chair accountable. In terms of the Award for Service and this 
particular revision, things need to be done before things are entered into Kuali. ASUH 
has no control once the Treasurer and the President sign off on everything. I have no idea 
why you haven’t been paid since August. Tomorrow I’ll try and figure out what’s going 
on with Healani. If you don’t feel comfortable passing this, you should defer it until the 
next meeting until you’re able to get your questions answered.  

Senator Oshiro I think the first sentence is grammatically weird. Right now it says, “The process to that 
our awards for services goes through.” It also says  

SAL Negrillo Move to correct all grammatical, typographical, formatting, and Hawaiian diacritical 
mark errors. 

VP Simeona Second. 
Motion carries. 

Senator Oshiro Move to include language to clarify what “unreasonable” means. 
SAL Negrillo Second.  

Motion carries. 
SAL Li What does it mean by “all necessary documentation”? 
SAL Negrillo I’m not sure. It’s my understanding that there is a paper trail. 
President Dela Cruz Do you know how long it takes to produce the summary sheet? 
Advisor Manini Office staff would be the best people to answer that question. 
President Dela Cruz Since office staff is able to get everything submitted by the 7th, I’m wondering if we’re 

helping or hurting our Senate by extending it to the 15th. I think we should keep it to the 
7th.  

SAL Li It sounds like this revision was requested by the office staff. I’m not comfortable voting 
on this until the requesters are here to explain themselves. 

Advisor Manini If you want to hear from Healani or the staff, you should keep it here until the next 
meeting. If you want to deal with it in the Internal Affairs Committee, you could refer it 
back and deal with it in committee. 

SAL Li Move to refer this back to the Internal Affairs Committee. 
Senator Rafid Second. 

Motion carries. 
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C. Update on UH’s next Tuition Schedule Proposal 2020-2021 through 2022-2023
President Dela Cruz I wanted to provide an update for the proposed tuition schedule. Every three years, the 

BOR approves a tuition schedule for the University. It’s time to approve that again. If 
you click on the link, there was a recent proposal and it was to amend the schedule for 
2019-2020 and create the schedule for 2020-2021 through 2022-2023. I wanted to inform 
you folks that the proposal wasn’t voted on, but this will be voted on in April. If it’s in 
April, we have time to share any comments you have. I highly encourage you folks to 
share testimony.  

D. Student Input on Buildings & Classrooms
President Dela Cruz Senator Salameh, Senator Johnson, and myself have been working on a survey and an 

event to collect student input about the renovation of the Student Success Center. Please 
look at my email and provide any comments and feedback. Once it is rolled out, please 
help us advertise it. The event was supposed to be yesterday, but we decided to have it on 
March 13th some time in the evening. Please keep that in mind. Once the details are out, 
an e-announcement will be sent with the survey. I would like ASUH to also help research 
different universities and their equivalent of a Student Success Center. Don’t think about 
cost. If you think there is something that we should advance, please be involved in this 
initiative.  

E. ASUH/GSO Talk Story Town Hall: Maunakea (Preparation) Fri. 3/1 6-8:30 PM
President Dela Cruz We have another town hall. This one’s on Maunakea and is tomorrow.  
VP Simeona It’s going to be tomorrow in the ballroom from 6:00 to 8:30. It’s going to be pretty 

interesting. There is some admin that could not make it because of prior commitments. I 
need two volunteers from 5:30 to help man the front tables.  

Senator Urasaki I’m attending so I could volunteer.  
Advisor Manini Because this issue is such a passionate issue in the larger community, it’s important that 

those coming in show their UH ID. It sounds like there is a great panel. Make sure there’s 
organization in how it flows. We want to be sure to handle this in a very professional 
manner. 

VP Simeona I am going to have scanners to scan IDs.  
President Dela Cruz I would really appreciate if you folks could make the effort to come.  
Senator Su Is any recordings of this going to be done? 
VP Simeona We’ll be working with GSO on that. It’s most likely going to be on FaceBook. 

F. Board of Regents Meetings (February)
President Dela Cruz I did want to let you know to check out the zero cost textbook initiative. It’s a general 

initiative to bring the textbook cost to zero. This is something the University has been 
tracking and encouraging faculty to implement. If you’re interested in how ASUH can 
advocate for this, contact me and I can put you in connection with the right people.  

 OPEN FORUM 
Treasurer Honda Submit your rate sheets by 11:59. 

SAL Li The letter to President Obama has been sent. We’ve done our part. The sustainability 
survey broke 1,000 responses. We’re still tabling for it. Please help spread the word. You 
can win AirPods. We allocated money to advertise in KaLeo, but haven’t been using it. If 
you want to advertise anything, you can send it to me and I can send it to them.   

CLOSING 
Announcements 

Adjournment 
Senator Rafid Move to Adjourn. 
Senator Balico Second. 
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Meeting was adjourned at 8:18 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jaclyn Sakamoto 
Secretary, 106th Senate 
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