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A RESOLUTION 
 
IN SUPPORT OF A GREATER STUDENT VOICE ON THE UH MĀNOA CAMPUS 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE UNDERGRADUATE SENATE: 
 
WHEREAS,  the Associated Students of the University of Hawai'i at Mānoa Senate is the   

 elected body representing approximately 14,000 full-time classified    
 undergraduate students; and, 

 
WHEREAS, on September 15, 2014 members of the University of Hawai'i at Mānoa Graduate Student 

Organization (GSO) wrote a message in chalk that read “FIX UH MANOA” on the 
Campus Center Complex staircase, approximately around 11:00 PM; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the courtyard area fronting the Campus Center Complex is designated as a free speech 

zone, according to the Student Life & Development (SLD) Office; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the courtyard area fronting the Campus Center Complex was appropriately reserved for 

use by the GSO; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the chalk message was a part of an ongoing effort for accountability and transparency on 

the UH Mānoa campus coordinated by various student governance groups, such as the 
ASUH and the GSO; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the chalk message was meant to bring attention to an upcoming University of Hawai'i at 

Mānoa Faculty Senate meeting where there is expected to be a resolution to censure UH 
President David Lassner on his firing of Former UH Mānoa Chancellor Tom Apple; and, 

 
WHEREAS, during former UHM Chancellor Tom Apple’s time at Mānoa, he has taken tangible steps 

to increase transparency with students, faculty, staff, and community members through 
his regularly scheduled campus-wide conversations in which he discussed his plans and 
answered concerns from the public; and, 

 
WHEREAS, on the morning of September 16, 2014, sometime between 5:30 AM and 8:00 AM, the 

chalk message was washed and removed from the Campus Center Complex staircase; 
and, 

 
WHEREAS, from the subsequent investigation that followed, found that there was a 

miscommunication between the facility staff which lead to the removal of said chalk 
message; and, 

 
WHEREAS, due to an unspecified policy, the Campus Center complex staircase was not defined as 

within the “free-speech zone” of the Campus Center complex; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the existence of “free-speech zones”, that are required to be reserved, on the UH Mānoa 

Campus do not create a nurturing place of learning and development of student voice, 
civil accountability, and administrative transparency; and, 
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BE IT RESOLVED,  the ASUH 102nd Senate is in complete support of a greater student voice, civil 
accountability, and administrative transparency on the UH Mānoa Campus; and, 

  
BE IT RESOLVED,  the ASUH 102nd Senate appreciates the exceptional precedent of civil accountability and 

administrative transparency, such as that set by former Chancellor Apple; and, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED,  the ASUH 102nd Senate strongly supports a change in policy to specifically allow 

chalking to be allowed in the Campus Center complex; and, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED,  the ASUH 102nd Senate strongly supports a change in policy to allow “free-speech 

zones” to not be limited to defined areas, but instead, to be allowed on the entire UH 
Mānoa Campus; and, 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  the ASUH 102nd Senate urges the UH System President David Lassner and the 

UH Board of Regents to yield all UH System Campuses, including UH Mānoa, 
as nurturing places of learning and development of student voice, civil 
accountability, and administrative transparency; and, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to: 
  UH Board of Regents Chair Randolph G. Moore & Members; President David Lassner; Interim  
  Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs Joanne Itano; Associate Vice President for  
  External Affairs and University Relations Lynne Waters; Interim Associate Vice President for  
  Student Affairs Jan Javinar; UH Mānoa Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs Reed Dasenbrock;  
  Vice Chancellor for Administration, Finance & Operations Kathy Cutshaw; Assistant Vice  
  Chancellor & Dean of Students Lori Ideta; Graduate Student Organization President Michelle  
  Tigchelaar & Members; Mānoa Faculty Senate Chair Ron Bontekoe & Members; Hawaii News  
  Now; KHON2 News; Honolulu Star Advertiser; and Ka Leo O Hawai‘i. 
     
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
Martin M. Q. Nguyen 
Introducing Member 
Chairperson, Committee on External Affairs 
Senator of the Shidler College of Business 
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