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THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIʻI  
2465 Campus Road, Campus Center Room 211A 

Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96822 

 

General Senate Meeting #8 of the 105
th

 Senate 

Wednesday, August 30, 2017 

 

OPENING  

 

Call to Order 

   President Dela Cruz called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM in CC 310. 

 

Roll Call 

Present:  President Dela Cruz, Vice President Urasaki, 

Treasurer Hinshaw, Senators-at-Large Chen, Honda, 

Lao, Leval, Senators Chun, Finau, Hortizuela, Lieu, 

Ng, Nishihara, Petersen, Utashiro, Willis [16] 

 

Excused Absent: [0] 

 

Unexcused Absent: [0] 

 

Excused Late: [0] 

 

   Unexcused Late:   [0] 

 

Excused Early Departure:  [0] 

 

   Unexcused Early Departure: [0] 

 

On Leave: [0] 

 

 Advisor:    Advisor Manini [1] 

 

Guests: Billy Meinke, Emily Cardinali, Sandy Matsui [3] 

 

 

Reading and Approval of Minutes 
1. General Senate Meeting Minutes #7, 105th Senate - August 9th, 2017 

SAL Chen Move to accept the reading and approval of minutes for GSMM #7. 

SAL Leval Second. 

 

SAL Chen Move to correct all grammatical, typographical, formatting and Hawai’ian diacritical 

marks. 

Senator Willis Second. 

 Motion carries. 

 

 Motion carries. 

 

Official Correspondence  

a. Billy Meinke, Open Educational Resources (OER) Technologist 

UH Outreach College, Dean’s Office, oer.Hawai’i.edu 

Billy Meinke Hello everyone, I am the OER Technologist for the campus. This means I am trying to 

make textbooks free or very cheap for you. If you have questions, feel free to stop me. I 

graduated from the Master’s Degree program in Educational Technology. I moved to San 

Francisco and worked for Creative Commons. I am trying to take that technology and 
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apply it to the textbook problem. Does the cost of textbooks affect you? In Florida, a 

survey was conducted with 22,000 students. They found that their students are making 

poor decisions based off of the cost of textbooks. Two-thirds of students skip buying a 

book even though they know it’s going to affect their grade. Half of students avoided 

taking a specific class because of the textbook cost associated with it. We had a survey 

last year, in which 450 students participated. 4 out of 5 of you said you skipped buying a 

book recently. Two-thirds of you did it even if you knew it was going to hurt your grade 

and performance, and more than 20% said that you paid more than $400 per semester on 

books. There are five major publishers of textbooks. Most students graduate with some 

student loan debt. Nationally, the average is around $30,000, but here, the average is 

$25,000. There may be other students in your class who are in a socio-economic situation 

- expensive textbooks further immobilize them. I am going around to professors and 

asking them to adopt OERs. Physics 151 adopted an OER and have saved their students 

$132,000 in one year. OER are texts and courses that are not just free of cost, but they 

also come with free use rights,which means they can be improved and adapted. If you 

want to show students what a good OER textbook looks like, you may use OpenStax. 

They have 15 peer-reviewed textbooks that are used all over the country. The books 

online are free. I am working with Jannah on implementing OERs.  

SAL Chen What is your stance on pdfs of required books? There are pdfs of some books from big 

publishers. 

Billy Meinke That is illegal, but it happens all the time. The more students that download the book 

illegally, the more time the publishers spend to try to prevent that. They are not using the 

time and energy to make your book better, but they are using it to fight you to prevent 

you from doing that. If you know a professor that is using OERs, tell me about it, or if 

you think that there’s a course that there should be an OER for because the book doesn’t 

change often, such as biology, chemistry, or psychology, let me know. 

SAL Lao A lot of classes in the Computer Science department have flipped classrooms, so 

professors record their lectures on Youtube and use the class time to do problems. Does 

this count as an OER? 

Billy Meinke Yes, if they put an open license on the videos it does, because other people outside of the 

class can benefit from them, too. I am also available to have conversations with your 

professors about how they teach the class.  

SAL Honda It seems hard to ask professors to ask them incorporate OERs into their curriculum. 

Would a monetary incentive for professors be good for this? What some student 

governments have been doing is create incentive programs to entice professors. 

Billy Meinke Yes, we did this in April. We funded 10 projects at $5,000 apiece to go straight to the 

professor to spend time to adjust their curriculum to incorporate OERs. I am a part of the 

outreach college, and they have some ability to use funds in this way.  

President Dela Cruz Thank you, Billy. If you guys have further questions, you may email him directly or 

email me. 

 

b. Emily Cardinali, Chairperson 

 Student Media Board (SMB) 

Emily Cardinali Hello, my name is Emily, and I am the incoming Chairperson of the Student Media 

Board. I am here to talk about who we are, what we do, and what is going on for us this 

year. SMB is relatively new, it is formed out of the Board of Publications and the 

Broadcast Communication Authority. These were formed to take care of publications on 

campus. Right now, we have four programs under our umbrella: KTUH, Hawai’i Review, 

UHP, and Ka Leo. Anyone can be involved in student media. Our four main programs are 

supported by a core staff. The newspaper is a platform to exchange ideas. We get to help 

students gain real-world experience. The School of Communications lost its 

accreditation, so getting involved in publications shows that you have experience. We try 

to create an environment where all students are able to gain lines on their resume and 

friendships. This year, we have an app called Mānoa Now. We are continuing to invest in 

our app this year. We have two editions of the Hawai’i Review coming out this year. 

KTUH continues to have radio broadcasts. UH has been employing students from UHP to 
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document conferences and other big events on campus. It is a resource for UH students to 

showcase everything we have to offer. I am here today to talk specifically about what the 

Student Media Board is doing, and we are working on a fee increase proposal. We are in 

the preliminary stages. We have been cutting down on our budget every year. This year is 

the tipping point, the last year before we experience pressure that will affect our 

programs negatively. We’ve had the same fees, the BCA fee, since the 1980s. The BCA 

fee is $3 per semester. These fees have not been adjusted for inflation. We have worked 

with these and tried to fundraise to continue to invest in the programs. The annual budget 

adjustments come every year. We have continued to singe our budget in every way we 

can, shrink our staff, and adjust a lot of the ways in which we operate to support students 

in their educational career. We have tried to work with students to teach them how to be 

self-sustainable. KTUH has a radio-thon which is modeled after NPR. Last year, they 

brought in $30,000. UHP does video contract work. These students are working to pay 

for their programs without having to reach out to the student body. We asked students 

how they perceived student media. We received around 600 responses, and it seems that 

students are interested in preserving things such as Ka Leo and Hawai'i Review. Our 

board has looked at increasing our fees to no more than $25 a semester over the course of 

5 years. This means we are still negotiating if we will go up to $25. We have met with 

GSO, other student groups and our media program to see if they are interested in 

investing in student media. Some thing we can do with this is avoid the red. We had all 

programs make a list of what they need. UHP could use new cameras to make themselves 

competitive. If we are able to invest in our student programs, we might be able to send 

our student journalists to the mainland to compete in competitions so they can get a 

background for jobs. We have talked to GSO so now we want to hear from ASUH.  

Treasurer Hinshaw How is the fee revenue distributed to the clubs? 

Emily Cardinali The BCA fee goes to KTUH and UHP. The fees collected by the BoP fee go to Ka Leo. 

Within that, we have individual budgets. It will be on the website.  

SAL Lao From listening to your presentation, it sounds like you guys offer a lot of benefits for 

students who participate in these programs. What services do you provide to the 

undergraduate student body that would warrant increasing the fee for all undergraduate 

students? 

Emily Cardinali If you are not a student interested in writing for Ka Leo, having a newspaper on campus 

allows for a more democratic process. If you feel that someone in higher power is 

abusing their power, you are able to write a letter to the editor or an article to expose any 

issues and have a conversation on campus. These conversations are how things happen at 

the grassroots level. Having these programs in a university brings a lot of credence. When 

students are looking to see where they want to go, they can see that oh, this campus has a 

lot of opportunities for everybody, or it might just be like, oh this campus has a radio 

station - that’s a good resource to see what my peers are listening to and learn what is 

going on in the music industry! Having a literary journal is unique to a university. 

Hawai’i Review has hosted events for the English department, such as poetry slams, 

which undergraduate students don’t have to participate in, but can attend. 

SAL Leval Who pays the fee? 

Emily Cardinali All students pay the same fee. 

SAL Leval So there is a $3 and $13 fee. For the $13 fee, do you have any information on how it is 

distributed between the two clubs? 

Emily Cardinali We have those in the budget.  

SAL Chen In your presentation, you said no more than a $25 increase. Is this per semester or per 

year? 

Sandy Matsui The maximum fee increase is a $50 total increase implemented over a 5 year period, not 

to exceed $25 on any given year.  

SAL Chen Have you collected data from students on what amount they would be willing to pay to 

help support these resources on campus? 

Emily Cardinali We are going to conduct a survey. The metric we used to look into this is we called 

universities in our peer group to see if they had fees from the university, how much their 

tuition was, and how they collected those fees. UCSB is one university in our peer group. 
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They increased their fee to $50 or $70. They had surveys. While we are not seeking a 

huge fee increase like this, we continue to look into other peer universities. 

Advisor Manini UCSB is not one of our peer benchmarks - I think it’s important that you pull the peer 

benchmark list off the VCAA office if you’re going to be comparing with peers. 

Emily Cardinali We asked other universities as well. 

Advisor Manini But they may not be our official peers and benchmarks. Our institution has identified 

official peers and benchmarks, so I would highly recommend that you look at our official 

peers and benchmarks. 

SAL Chen Would it be possible for SMB to keep us updated on the results of the survey? 

Emily Cardinali Yes. We will be having another meeting with GSO and will have the numbers hammered 

out. 

SAL Chen It would be nice if there’s a distinguishing between the number of undergraduates and 

graduates that took the survey. 

Senator Finau When do you want a number from ASUH? 

Emily Cardinali As soon as you can. We hope to tie everything up before the end of the semester.  

Advisor Manini Is there data to show what the students are willing to pay? 

Emily Cardinali We hope to have this information by our next meeting.   

 

REPORTS 

 

Executive 

President 

a. Undergraduate Legislative Fellow 

President Dela Cruz I did not make an official decision on this. I would like to provide more time for others 

who may be interested. If you know of anyone who may be interested in this position, 

you can let me know.   

 

b. Meeting with Interim Vice Chancellor for Students (IVCS) - August 

President Dela Cruz I just want to update you all every month when I meet with administrators. I met with Dr. 

Ideta on Friday. We evaluated Welina Mānoa. She wanted to extend her thanks to you all 

for helping to table at the event. It was a success and they are looking to see if this is 

something that they can continue to do in the future. This is the first welcome celebration 

UH has done. I also updated Dr. Ideta on what our priorities, the Strategic Plan Path 

Steps we talked about. She also shared updates. UH Foundation acquire the Atherton Y. 

They are working on renovating the inside. They are working on the apartments as well. 

If you have any questions regarding student affairs, just let me know and I can ask Dr. 

Ideta. 

 

c. UH Student Caucus - August 

President Dela Cruz The new delegates were trained to lead the Student Caucus. They established their 

meeting schedule. VP Urasaki and I sit on the Caucus. They have established their 

priorities as well. The priorities that the UH Student Caucus established are expanding 

open educational resources, supporting mental health services, transportation, and 

affordability, such as food security for those who may not be able to afford it.  

 

d. ASUH Tabling Opportunities 

i. ECUH - Friday, 9/1 4 PM - 6 PM 

President Dela Cruz I was approached by the President of the ECUH. They are having an event this Friday 

and asked us to table. If you are able to come to the event, please let me know.  

 

ii. Love Life Event - 9/11 10:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

President Dela Cruz The Counseling and Student Development Center are having events during National 

Suicide Prevention Week, and this is their event on Monday.  

 

iii. Fall 2017 Involvement Fair - 9/13-9/14 10 AM - 2 PM 
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President Dela Cruz We have a table at the Fall 2017 Involvement Fair. I just want you guys to be aware of 

these opportunities to share the opportunities that ASUH offers with students. Please take 

advantage of these and the opportunity to share with the students that we are here and 

willing to listen. This is also in line with one of our path steps. 

 

e. Legislation & Agenda Item Request Deadline: Fridays, 5 pm 

President Dela Cruz The deadline for legislation & agenda item requests is on Fridays at 5 pm.  

 

f. Executive Committee Meeting: September 6, 2017 (6 pm, CC310) 

President Dela Cruz There is an Executive Committee Meeting on September 6 in CC 310.  

 

Vice President  

VP Urasaki Be on the look-out for an email from me. One of my priorities this year is to meet with 

each of you to talk about your experience on senate and your growth.  

 

Treasurer 
Treasurer Hinshaw Rate sheets are due at the end of the month.  

 

Secretary   
 

Administrative 

a. Advisor 

Advisor Manini  No report. I would just like to welcome you all back and hope you have a great year! 

 

b. Operations Manager 

 

Judicial Branch 

a. Student Court 

 

Standing Committees  

 

Campus Life 

Chairperson Finau We had a meeting on Monday about what our events would be this year. Our committee 

ended up coming to the conclusion that we will be hosting homecoming and Sinclair 

Study Nights. Mahalo Mānoa is tentative, depending on homecoming. As a committee, 

our goal is to have all of our events planned one month in advance. In addition, I had a 

meeting with Advisor White to discuss the idea of partnering with other organizations on 

campus, for instance, possibly partnering with LGBT Services when they do National 

Coming Out Day.  

 

Elections  
Chairperson Utashiro The packets are due in three weeks, and I would like for us to table to advertise the open 

positions.  

Senator Ng How many people submitted applications? 

Chairperson Utashiro As of last week Friday, one application has been submitted.  

 

External Affairs 
a. AS(You)H Week 

Chairperson Leval Tomorrow is the first day of our AS(You)H Week event. Please confirm your shifts that 

you’ve signed up  for. If you are available but have not signed up please do so. The 

reason External Affairs is putting on this event instead of Campus Life is because we 

really want to showcase what ASUH is.  

 AS(You)H Week Overview 

 

Finance 
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Chairperson Honda  If you can make it to our RIO Interviews, that would be great! Next week Friday is 4-7, 

next week Saturday is 10-7, next week Sunday is 10-5. This is one time where we get to 

directly interact with the RIOs, so it’s really cool to participate in.  

 

Internal Affairs 
Chairperson Lao We just had a committee meeting before this meeting. We went over a complaint in 

Executive Session. We also talked about rule revisions. I spoke with Advisor Manini. 

One of the things we want to work on is restructuring the rules packet to make it user-

friendly without changing the intent of the rules. I am in contact with a couple of 

delegates. 

SAL Leval When you restructure the rules, is it still a rule revision? 

Chairperson Lao Yes.  

 

Investments and Long Range Planning  
Chairperson Ng No report. 

 

Student Affairs 

Chairperson Petersen President Dela Cruz, VC Nishihara, and I will be having a meeting next week to discuss 

the direction of Student Affairs.    

 

Undergraduate Academic Affairs 
Chairperson Chen We had our first meeting last week Wednesday. We talked about our scholarship 

processes and the grad fair. We will be meeting again next week to plan for grad fair.  

 

SPECIAL ORDERS 
  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

a. Senate Bill 08-18: Advertisement Materials for Scholarships & Awards 

i. SCR 06-18 

SAL Chen Move to accept SCR 06-18. 

Senator Willis Second. 

 

SAL Chen Move to move the last item of Comments/Recommendations to Amendments. 

SAL Leval Second. 

 Motion carries. 

 

VP Urasaki Move to change SCR 08-18 in the header to SCR 06-18.  

SAL Chen Second. 

 Motion carries. 

 

 Motion carries. 

ii. SB 08-18 

SAL Chen Move to accept SB 08-18. 

SAL Leval Second. 

SAL Chen This Senate bill is meant to fund advertisement materials for the UAA Committee for the 

ASUH Scholarships and Awards. It has been two years since we have purchased any 

advertisement materials, and we need to update the information on our advertisements 

because of changes to our website. In addition, many of our advertisements have been 

lost or deteriorated.  

 

SAL Chen Funding for the bill is currently listed under Senate Account 3325232. Would it be better 

to put it under the Advertisement account? 

Advisor Manini I’d advise to use account 3325222.  
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SAL Chen Move to change all instances of Senate Account 3325232 to 3325222 and the 

parenthetical elements accordingly. 

SAL Leval Second. 

 Motion carries. 

 

SAL Chen As it was mentioned in the SCR, I’d like to explain the pricing of the advertising 

materials. I received a quote from Aiea Copy Center: for two gloss banners (2’x6’) it 

would cost $72. To put four holes on the banners to hang them would be an additional 

cost of $60 on both banners. Twenty cardboard stake banners would cost $300 plus a 

$400 mounting for a total of approximately $900.  

 

Senator Utashiro Are there any measures taken to recover the advertisement materials? 

SAL Chen When I was last chair of the committee, I tried to enforce all of my committee members 

to look for the signs and bring them back. Because of the weather here, such as wind and 

rain, a lot of the signs have been severely damaged. In addition to this, we also need to 

update the information on the materials. 

 

Senator Finau Is Aiea Copy Center the only place you received quotes from? 

SAL Chen Yes. 

SAL Lao I’d also recommend looking at Campus Center Graphics. I think they might be able to do 

it for a lower cost.  

SAL Chen Okay, I will look into that.  

 

Senator Utashiro Will you put dates on the advertisement? 

SAL Chen I asked Eileen, our graphics artist, to create banner and stake sign designs to accurately 

reflect the website changes, but I asked her to not include the dates because the 

scholarship dates change frequently, so we would not be able to reuse the materials. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE TO ACCEPT SB 08-18 WITH AMENDMENTS 

Aye(s):  Vice President Urasaki, Treasurer Hinshaw, Senators-at-Large Chen, Honda, Lao, Leval, Senators Chun, 

Hortizuela, Lieu, Ng, Nishihara, Petersen, Willis, Utashiro [14] 

Naye(s): Senator Finau [1] 

Abstention(s): [0] 

 Motion carries. 

 

OPEN FORUM 
President Dela Cruz Please fill out your availability for office hours and use the online ledger. Also, I brought 

cake to celebrate the August birthdays! 

Treasurer Hinshaw Turn in your rate sheets! 

  

CLOSING 

Announcements  

a. AS(You)H Week - Thursday 8/31 - Friday 9/1/17 11 AM - 1 PM 

b. RIO Funding Applications - due 9/7/17 4 PM 

c. RIO Funding Workshops - 9/6 CC 310, 9/7 HEM215 (5 PM - 6 PM) 

d. Fall 2017 Special Election Candidate Applications - due 9/13/17 4PM 

e. Special Election Candidate Orientation - 9/14 CC310, 9/15 CC307 5 PM 

f. Scholarships & Awards - available 8/14, due 10/6/17 4:30 PM 

 

Adjournment 

SAL Lao Move to Adjourn. 

Senator Willis Second. 

   Meeting was adjourned at 7:24 PM.  
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 
_____________________________ 

Scott Nishihara 

Senator of the College of Engineering, 105
th

 Senate 


